January 29, 2019
Honorable John Hoeven, Chairman
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs
SH-838 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Honorable Tom Udall, Vice Chairman
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs
SH-838 Hart Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Re: Indian Country Support for Indian Economic Development & Business Incubators
Dear Chairman Hoeven and Vice Chairman Udall:
We the undersigned organizations, representing the interests of American Indian and Alaska
Native tribal governments and business enterprises throughout the United States, write to urge
prompt action on two bills that your Committee advanced last year through the Senate, and
nearly through the House, to promote entrepreneurship, job creation, business incubation, and
economic development of tribal economies. We are delighted that one of these bills, the Indian
Community Economic Enhancement Act, has just been introduced as S. 212, and that the other,
the Native American Business Incubators Program Act, will be introduced shortly.
We applaud your efforts, and urge other Senators to join in co-sponsoring these key bills
designed to make several long-sought federal programmatic changes to promote tribal economic
development, most notably by: (1) elevating the Office of Native American Business
Development to report directly to the Secretary of Commerce; (2) expanding the Buy Indian Act;
(3) reauthorizing and expanding economic development initiatives supported by the Native
American Programs Act; (4) directing agencies to work together to promote private investment
in Indian Country and update securities regulations so tribes can qualify as accredited investors
that could access the $1 trillion market for debt and equity securities; and (5) establishing a
Native American Business Incubators Program to support job growth and tribal economic
development by promoting entrepreneurship in tribal communities through business incubators
with workspace and related resources to meet the unique needs of Native entrepreneurs starting
and growing businesses in Indian Country.
These long-sought initiatives enjoy broad support in Indian Country. Our organizations have
endorsed these bills in resolutions, joint letters, and testimony for at least two Senate hearings
and two House hearings held on this legislation. Given the previous hearings and markup
actions already taken, we ask that you schedule early markup of these two bills so they can move
forward quickly for Senate and House approval. Prompt enactment of this legislation would
facilitate greater access to capital, create economic development opportunities, enhance
procurement and other business assistance for tribal and other Native enterprises throughout the
United States, and encourage greater indigenous trade through collaborative initiatives of the
Departments of Commerce and Interior, among others.

Thank you for your prompt attention and for working collaboratively with our organizations to
advance business and economic development in Indian Country.
Respectfully,
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